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Peausylvania’s Splendid Showing of |

Thirty Thousand Coemrades.
Wpeciu! Carrespondence National Tribune,
Laxcasren, Pa., Feb. 7
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A wery lurge number of communications and
resciutions Drosn Posts and iy
wire reevived and refared 1t
o resolutious, who devotad
Jast nipht Lo their consideration. The emurnit-
tee's roport very elaborate, tho following
beiug the substance: Favormbly on the estab-
fishmout of & Pennsyivenia home for indizent
scldiersand euilors; on the passage of 8 mortugry
statute for the buriul of ull :
sailurs, and marines who are
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known as the G. A R, Veteransg Rirhts Union:
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Jutaut-Genoral to §1,800 per annum ; providing
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of issuing land warrants to soldiers of the late
War,

The report was thersuglily discussed, section
by scction, and passed in the form in which it
caine from the commiltee. After some further
business of a routine character ¢hoe selection of
the place for holding the next Euncampment
was faken up avd resulied in the choice, by
almost ananimous vote, of Harrisborg.

The now officers were then insiniled by Past
Department Commander Chill W. Hazerd in a
very effoctive manner, alter which the Eancamp-
ment adjourned sine die, after two days’ earnest,
profitablo work.

FEETOES OF KEW OFFICERS.
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Assistant Adjotant-General Thomas J, Stew-
art, of Post No, 11, who has been appointed to
that position for the third successive time, and
Assictant Quartermaster-General H. G. Wil-
for the second
thut appointment. arve too well and favorably
Enown by their comrades thronghout the De-
partment to ueed any extended notice. *160."

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

| A Gain of Ten Posts—Deparimen! Commander Line-

hun Ke-vlecied,

The seventeenth anunal Encampment of the
Eagie Hall, Concand, the J
wWis a veuy large attendanea, every oneg
sixty-eighth Posis o the Department being

resented.  After the assanbly hed been
i to order, Comntandoer Linehan weleowed
the delegates, and then delivered his annuoal
address, from which we guole as {oilows:

On assuming the dutice of Comanander of this
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thoroughly worked over by my predecessors that
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of the Posts in the Depart-
izl a5 exesllent: not one of
: failed to forward the
per capila tax, w1 he Department of
Hamypsi i ; rotherwise. had never
been in a better condition than at present,

At the conclusion of the Commiander’'s address
the reports Ass Adjntant - General
Brown, Ass't Quartennustor General French,
]1!*-;"1'!-.-3'
Chief Mustering Oflicer Collis, Chaplain Mec-
Kinney, and Medical Director Carbee were
adopted and yeferred to committees, The re-
port of the commitiee on credeotials showed
that 270 delepates were present,

A communication was received from -the
of the State showing that
the orgaunization is in a prosperous condition,
having fourteen subordinete bodies connected
with it

The election of officers belng then in order,

The 15 had

G ridl

| Departzuent Commander John C, Linehan, of

Penacook, was nnanimously re-clected, and the
following comrades chosen for the other oflices
in the Department : Senior Viee Commander,
Marcus M. Collis, of Portsmowth ; Jonior Vice-
Communder, George Varr, of Littleton ; Medi-

eal Director, Dr. J, C. Eastisan, of Hampstead ;
1

| Chaplain, Rev. Elijah 8. Wilkins, of Penacook.

Council of Admipistration, 0. C. Wyatt of
Northfield, A, S, Exton of Nashan, E. B, Huse,
Harry Clifton of Manchester, J. B. S8tone, Dele-
gales to the Nationa! Evncampmoent, Henry
Charchill of Concord, H, A, Redficld of Dover,

| Charles H. Reed of Mauchesier, Charles A,
| Hale of Hollis, Charles E. Buzzcll of Laconia;

Alterustes, T, I, Orowley of Nashun, F. D.
| Batehelder of Concord, T, H, Edgerjy of Great

Sment of all soldiers who are now inmates of | Falls, D. F. Healy of Manchestor, and O. W.
slmshiousss in Lhe Stste, or who have died gnd | Baldwin of Lebanon.

been buried from such places; on the appoint-
meut of o stafl oficer to act as historian of the
G. A B, Departisent of Penusvlvania, and
ealling for statistica! information 10 corroct er-
soré in Dates’ history, espocially in cases of
seported descrtions, it appearing thst many
thousznds who are reporied as doserters were
not so in fact; indorsing the oducation of In-
dinn children, leaving the mode to the judg-
ment of those having charge of the odacational
fustitutions of the land.
The fullowiug were reported unfaversbly:
Making anvy recommendations relative to Sons
Velorans ot this time; making any chango
and regulations as Lo cligibility of can-
ﬁrlﬂll'i:m into the Oﬁer. who had
ArWws, untarily or voluntarily,
the Government ; resolution in faver

] I')l‘ld.

In the evening the annunal Camp-fire was
An elegant. banguct was provided for
the oecasion, at which 500 goests sat down,
after which the newly-elected officers were
installed, the unfinished business disposed of,
and the Encampment adjourned sine die.
i i e

Kotes of the Ilinels Egcampmoent,

The rcport of Assistant Adjniant-General
Bennett, read st the late Department Encamp-
ment of Illineis, shows that during the past
year the numbor of Posts inercased from 128
to 230, and the memberehip fresn 6,524 to 15,-

7.

The following is a list of the membors of the
new Conncil of Aministration and the delegates
to the National Encampment: Council of Ad-
winistration, Enes Bond (colmed), Chicago;

\

as 8 meinber of Fred Taylor Post, No. 19, |

day and oue term ascom- |

and |
uz thus Deparaasent 1o an additional delogzate |
Nuttonal boncsmpnent for the year 54, We |
of uur State populintion, |
the last census, avont 246~ |
| Febroary 18 and 27, 1865.
| Capt. Palmer was ordered to Fort Riley, Kansas,
i ii e 18G5 a8 assl 0 i y |
other Depariscnt o the country thut can | ﬂIHLHJ_.I ‘}”“” 1;‘“'{‘ “:')‘b . gnul h).d‘“y A ‘hL"

| stafl’ of Gen. P. E. Conner, as acting assistant

the ¢itizens doing ail in | . -
| The New Deparfment Ofiicers—The Veterans' Home

tied, and o bulsnee on |

eorge Bow- |
Woman's |
t hod done a preat |

I General

- ]
timwe recoived |

Hamp:lire opened at |
Gili inst. There |

w Hawpshire had lost |

justitut- |

e
| Stewart M.

New |
[ jotant-Generwl, showed a net gain during the

W. C. Carmichael, Kirkwood; W. H. Cheno-
weth, Chicago; P. 8. Post, Galesburg, and Rich-
ard Ilowett, Quiney, Delegatesto the National
Encampment, Comirades J. G. Everest, John
Stephens, X, H. Miner, W. F. Callioun, F. H.
Marsh, W, W, Berry, E. E. Bart, It, F. Wilson,
F. N. Wright, T. W. Cole, J. A. McClernand,
R. W. McClaughrey, J. A. Edminson, A, D.
Lieed, J. T, Harrold and J. A. Sexton. The Al-
ternates are: Coemrades Venable, Watson,
Pierce, January, Donahue, Jackson, Herrick,
Cantwell, Barnes, Qualman, Koeh, Carmichael,
Trip, Fullerton, Meredith and Meserva,

Among the resolutions adopted weore those
favoring the pensioning all ex-soldiers at the
age of sixty, and opposing the abolishment of
pensicn ageneies,

The Camp-firo held in eonnection with the
Eneampment was a great success, among the
gpeakers being General John A. MeUlernand,
R. J. Oeleshy, Governor Hamilton,
Commander-in-Chief Beath and General J. C.
3lack.

It is worthy of mention that direetly over
the stage of the tabernacle in which the En-
campineat was held was hung alarge steel
engraving of Major Stephenson, the founder
of the-organization, who came to Decatur from
Springlield aud mustered in the first Post in
Decatur. The charter is now in possezsion of
Danham Post, of Deeatur. It is dated April
6, 1366, the anuniversary of the battie of Shiloh,
and was the first charter issued in Ainerica.

E ———————

NEBRASKA.

The Gains Daring the Year—Skelch of (he New
Commauder.

The report of Assistant Adiutant-General
Cook, read at the late Nebraska Department
Encampment, gshows that during the past year
the number of Posts has increased (rom 110 to
145, and the total mewmbership from 4,014 to
6,153,

The "following is a full list of the officers

| elected for the cusuing year: Commander, H.

L, Palmer, Post No. 45, Plattamenth ; Senior
Viee Commander, T. & Clarkson, Post No. 34,
Schuayler ; Janior Vice Commander, A. V. Cole,
Post No. 81, Juniata; Chaplain, Rev. J. C. Lewis,
MePherson Post, Neo. 4, Fremont; Medical Di-
recior, M. D, Stone, Wahoo; A, A, G., Brad P,

| Cook, David City: A. Q. M. G, N. G.Franklin,

Lincoln ; Judge Advocate, J. ¥. Warner, Da-

! kota Uity.

Conneil of Administration—J. D. Davis,

! Wihoo; Miles Warren, I!L‘l\\'n.;ll; B. H. Slt‘t'h-,

Beaver Crossing; L. C. Parkiuson, Beward ; 1S,
C. Uslkins, Kearney.
Delegate at Large to National Encampment
—John Hammond, Columbus.
Altornate—Robert Hollingsworth, Nelson,
Delegates to Natiosal Encanpment—N. Mont-

L. W. Osborn, Blair; G. E. Whitman, Oxford ;
F. E. Brown, Syracase; A. Reis, North Platte.

Alternates—G. M, O'Brien, Omaha; C. C.
White, Valparaiso: J, A, Foree, 8t. Paul; B,
F. Rawalt, Fairfield ; 1. S, Hotchkiss, Lincoln;
M. R. Risdan, Omaha,

The new Departimnent Commander, Capt. H,
E. Palmer, who is now a large grain shipper at
Plattsmouth, Neb., has a fine military record.
When the war broke out he was engagel in
mining in the West. His companions joined the
Counfederate army, but young Palmer deciared
that bhe was “{rom Ohio” and would “ fight

| tor thestars and stripes,” and lorthwith started

for Leavenworth, Kan., 800 miles away, to en-
list. One hnndred and thirty miles of thedis-
tanve he wus forced to make on foot, and did
g0 in foriy hours, arriving at the fort July 30,
1561; he enlisted the pext dav as a private,
and in course of time, aiter several transfers,

{ became commissary sergeant ol the 4th Kansas
| infantry, but on the consolidation of that regi-

ment with the 3d, was mustered out. Nothing
dannted, however, he went to work in April,
1562, and Taised company A, 11th Kansss in-
fantry, receiving a commission as second lien-
tenant.  He participated in the battles of
Maysville, Cane Hill, Boston Mountain, Prairie
Grove and Van Boren, no other officer being

| present for duty until Decemiber 31, 1562, when
| he was promoted first licutenant; Febraary 20,
| 1863, to be captain of same company.
| following, his regiment was ordered to St. Lonis, |

On June

en route to Sherman's army, but, owing to the

| depredations ef guerrilias, waslurned toWestern

Missouri, and then, by order of the Sccretary of
War, mounted and lormally changed to 11th
Kausas cavalry. For over a year Capt. Palmer

| fought Quantrell, and at'the Lawrence raid
I was the
| pleasare of punishing the muorderons villains.

only commander who had the
Captain Palmer was married September 23,
1563, to Miss Bettie Houclk, of Westport, Mo,
a blood relative of General R, E. Lee. This
marriage, & most bappy one, was severed by
death, which took both mother apd child,

In January, 1865,

adjutant-general of the districet of the Plains,
17,600 troops in the district; 2500 were en-
gaged in guarding the vveriand mwail line, In
September and October, same wear, he took
part in the Powder River expedition, and was

Horn ecouniry, including the Tongue River
fight, where 145 men, Indians and whites, were
killed, and the troopers were compelled toride
125 miles withont food or rest. He was mus-

| tered out of serviee November 2, 1865, by reason
or given concerls, notably at Man- |

of expiration of term.

T CALIFORNIA.

Projecl,

At the seventeen annual Encampment of the

| Department of Cglifornia, held at Sgn Fran-

| eiseo on the 23d, 24ih, 26th, and 26th ults., the | S = :
. ' | membership of over 200 in good standing:

following oflicers were elected for the ensuing
Yoar.

For Department Commander—Jus. 3. Davis,
of Lincgln Post, No, 1, San Franeisco.

Senior Viee Depariment Commander—A. G.
Benuett, of John A. Dix Post. No. 42, San Jose.

Juunior Viece Department Commmander—I11. A,
Burnoty, of Sumner Post, No. 3, Sacramento.

Departnent Medical Director—Colonel E. P,
Wood, Kiipatrick Post, No. 38, 8t. Helena.

Departmcut Chaplain—Rev. T. K. Noble,
Linccln Post, No, 1.

Departwyent Conneil of Administration—An-
drew Hollywood, Lyon Post. No, 85: J. C
Bolles, Lincoln Tost, No. 1; W. R, Thomas,
Appumatiox Post, No. 50; C, G. Harris, (George
H. Thomas Yost, No, 2; A. W. Se¢fton, Sumner
PPost, No. 3,

Delegates

to the National Encampment—
Tavler {ut large), H. C. Dibble,
Rev. A. 8. Fiske, L. B. Edwards: Alternates—
E. 8, Salomon, R. M. Apgur, John Lynch.

The report of Horaece Wilson, Assistant Ad-

departicent of vwo Posts and 741

year in the
Pie amonnt expended by Posts for

r
mwembers, 1

| relief duaring the year was $£1,526, relieving

uzzatl, Judpge-Advoeate Shurtieff, |

seventy-five persons, of whom {fifty-five were
members of the Order, and twenty were not
members, The Department Burésun of Relief

[ paid ont 368025 for velief of persons, of whom

six waere moembers, receiving 313125, and
twenty-nine zot mewmbers of tiie Order received
$a5i.

Assistant Quartermaster-General O, B, Cal-
ver presented an itemized repori of the receipts
snd disbursements daring the year, which
shows that the amount received by the Quar-
termaster-General during the year in the De-
partment was $3,179; on band, $500.15 at begin-

Jang of the year, making a total of $3,938.10.

The disburscmenta were $3,439.68, leaving a
halance of $545.51 on hand in all fands of the
Depurtinpent—general, relief and burial. His
report also shows that the balance on hand in
Posts in the general fond at the beginning of
the wear was $4.045.43: since received,
$10,784,51; total, $20,523.94; disbursements
during véar by Posts, $16,318.63. Relief fand,
balanee on hand, $1,208.83: received during
yvear, $1,.823.87; total, $3,042.70; disbursements,
$1.148.02; balance on hand, $1,594.68.

The by-laws of the Department Encampment
were 80 changed that the Department Com-
mander for the time being shall be allowed to
fix the healquarters of the Department at
wiistever place he may in his discretion deter-
mine, a burean of supplies being established at
San Francisco under charge of an acting assist-
ant quartermaster-gencral.

A rule was adopted permanently fixing the
representation to the annual sessions of the
Dopartment Encampmnent at one delegate for
ezch twenty-five members or fraction over
twelve, instead of fixing at each session the
representation for the next succecding annual
Encampment, .

The principal business that engaged the
attention of the Department was the condition
of the proposed Veteraus’ Home at Youutville,
Napa county.

I'he movement for the establishment of this
Home was inaugurated some years age, and at
the Encam 't of 1881 the project was placed
in the hands of adirectory, consisting of twent

voterans, elected from the Grand Army, an
five elected by the vetcrans of the Mexican

war. The amonnt of sphseriptions turned over
to this directory was S15,315.10™nd subeequent
contribntions bronght up the total to $34,501,64.
Ont of this fund the som of 17,750 was ox-
pended in the purchass of s Laet of 900 seres
near- Yountville, Napa, county, and in Mareh,
1883, a contruet wias entéred into for the
erection of a snitable hullding at a cost
of $15,700, This building was completed the
following August. It is deseribed as an impos-
ing stracture of two slories, contaiving, on the
ground floor, offices, asemhbly and reading
room, and large diniang room. Oun the upper
ficor are chabers for the officers and large
rooms capable, it 18 thought, of accommodating
gixty ov seventy-five old soldiers. The build-
ing is supplied thronghout with water, and
large pipes suitable for fire-hose attachment
extengd from the ground to the roof at the four
corners of the building, The reservoir, silu-
atedd om the hill in rear of the building, is cap-
able of holding 50,000 gallons, and is fed by two
springs which give 7,000 gallons dgily. There
are about 200 acres of nearly level land in the
valley, about as much more gently rolling, and
gbout 500 hill land snitable for pasturage.

On the completion of the Home, however,
the directory was without means to open it or
provide for the snpport of those who were enti-
tled to adinission, and as no more money could
be raised, the members of the association de-
cided to resign in a body. Accordingly, their
resignations were presented to the Encamp-
ment, and by the latter accepted, and on the
26th inst. the delegates paid a visit to the
Home to examine its condition for themselves.
As g resuit of their deliberation it was deter-
mined on the last day of the Encampment to
memorialize Congress for an appropriation to
furnish and maintain the Home, and the fol-
lowing comrades were elected s a new direc-
tory:

Lincoln Post, No. 1—H. T. Hobbert, James
M. Davis, Department Commander-elect; M.
A, MeLanghlin, Louis Dampf.

George H. Thomas Past, No. 2—8. M. Taylor,
G. W. Wualts, J. A, Waymire, G. . Hutchins,

J. A, Garlield Post, No. 34—J. H. Mork.

General Meade Post, No. 42—W. J. Mullady.

Colonel Cass Post, No. 46—T. Curren.

Lyon Post, No, 5—P, H. MecGrew and J. G.
Edwards, on recommendation of the four Pests
of Alameda county,

Kilpatrick Post, No. 38—W. T, Simmons,

Phil. Sheridan Post, No. 7—W. F. Ellis.

John A. Dix Post, No, 42—Juodson Rice.

Sumuer Post, No. 3—J. R. Lane.

Ellsworth Post, No. 30—Wyman Marphy,

Custer Post, No. 5—>M. Robinson,

Farragut Post, No. 4—A. J. Buckles,

After 2 warm discnssion a motion to do away
with the Department burean of relief and leave
the matter to the Posts was carried.

The report of the commmittee onh pensions, as
presented by R. E, Houghton, was approved.

The committee on memorial to Congress with
reference to the Veterans' Home, as suggested
by General W. 8. Reseerans, were requested to
prepare the memeorial as soon as practieable and
refer it to the Council of Administration for
approval.

The thanks of the Encampment was, on mo-
tion, given the retirinz members of the Veter-
ans’ Howe Association for the mauner inwhieh
they performed their duties.

The officers elected were installed by Junior
Vice Commander-in-Chief Walter H. Holmes,
assisted by Post Department Commanders W,
H. Aiken and 8, P. Vord, and after the instal-
lation Junior Viee Commander-in-Chief W. H,
Holmes presented to Past Department Com-
mander Staples an elegant past commander's
badgze.
¢ 1t was decided to hold a semi-a 4l session
of the Encampment at the Vetéfans' Home
during the month of July next, the exact date
to be fixed by the Depurtment Commander.

g
Notes of the New York Encampment.

Amons the resolutions adopted by the recent
Department Encampiment of New York, were
the following:

Resolved, That the thanks of this Encampment
be tendered to Senators Logan and Ingalls for their
efforts in behalf of thie soldiers of the war.

Thet the home and sehool for soldiers and sail-
ors’ ehildren in New York, being about to be closed
for the want of support, that this Department take
measures 1o continue this charity.

That the Hmiting the time of application for pen-
;;&r;s to June 30, 1580, by Congress, be extended to

Thut the incoming Department officers use their
eflorts with Senators and Congressmnen from this
Stule o perpetudle the pensions to widows and
children of soldiers now drawing pensions.

That this Encampment indorse the Robinson hill -

for the relief of ex-prisonces of war, as introduced
by Senator Logan.

To incorporate the Department,

That the Department secumulate a fund for the
relief of the widows and orplians of soldiers of this
State, and that five cenis be assesed on each mem-
ber of the G, A, R, for this purpose.

That this Encampment memorinlize Congress to
enact by statute that the admission of a soldier into
the army be copsidered prima facie evidenee that
he was sound at the time of said adwission, and
that disability at date ofdisehargeshall be taken as
sufficient evidénee that such disability wus acquired
in the service,

That the Legisiature be asked to appropriafe

| £50,000, or whastlover amount may be necessury, to
present at the several Indian battles in the Big

provide pecommodaiions for M0 more destitute
soldiers at the Siate Home at Bath,

Assistant Adjutant-General Adlington's re-
port shows that the number of members in
good standing December 31, 1852, was 18,600 ¢
the number of suspended members, 1,436. The
gains during the year were 8,834 by muster;
521 by transfer, and 1,440 by reinstatement.
The losses were 273 by death, eighty-five by
honorable discharge, 821 by tranfer, 2,365 by
suspension, and thirty by dishonorable dis-
chiarge. The totzl membership December 31,
1853, was 26,157. Since then fourteen new

| Posis have been orgzanized, swelling the mem-

bership to 26,452, The following Posts have a
Mausficld 452 members, Koltes 451, Chapin 357,
Rankin 346, Lew Benedict 335, James H. Perry
326, Lew O. Morris 276, Reno 237, O'Rourke
245, Root 218 awpd Watrous 214. The number
of new Posts ovganized in 1883 was 121, Posts
numbers 185 and 307 have made no reports
during the year, and it is recommended that
their charters be revoked., There will then
remain 445 Posts in good working order witha
total membership of 25,157, an average of abont
fifty-nine to each Post of the Department.
There was expended for eharity during the
year $2:2,446.47,

——

HE POTOMAC.

The New Officers Installed—Department Commander
Alexander's Appointments,

The new oflicers of the Department of the
Potomae were instulled on the 5th inst. by
Yast Department Commander Buardelt, among
the distingmished guests who were present be-
ingg Past Commander-in-Chief anl Van Der-
voort, Senior Viee Commander-in-Chief Warner,
Assistant Adjutant-General Pease, of the Da-
partment of Aissouri, and Past, Commander
Wilson, of Fredonin, N. Y. Comrade James W.
Wisner, on behalf of the comrades of the De-
partment, presented Departinent Commander
8. 8. Burdett an eluborate gold Grand Army

badge, with the miniature rank badge attached, |

the stars in which are represented by two bean-
tiful diamonds,

Commander Alexander announced the fol-
lowing appointments: C. H, Ingram, Assistant
Adjutaut-General, Post No. 85 Assistant Q. M.
General, A, J, Gunuing; Inspeétor, Comrade
Mathews, Post No. 5; Chief Mustering Officer,
Comrade O'Connor, Pest No, 1: Judge Advo-
cate, Fred Mack, Post No. 3. The new sids
and inspectors will be sunounced hereafter.

On the evening of the 1ith inst, a banquet
wias given at the Arlington Hotel in honor of
the fifteenth anniversary of the organization of
the Department, Past Cowmander Durdett
presided, and speeches were made by General
R. B. Beath, Commander-in-Chief; Depariment
Commander Alexander, Maj. Harrison Adrian,
General Van Viiet, General Logan, ex-Governor
A. G. Curtin, of Pennsylvania; Sevator Ben
Harrison, Judge Lawrence, and others.

Among the guests were Generals Slocum,
Ayres, Ross, of Maryland, and Stewart, of Penn-
sylvania, Commauder Smith, and a delegation
of filty comrades were present from the Mary-
land Department.

The Shiloh EHeunion. :

Comrade C. A. Kuhl, secretary and treasurer
of the 8hiloh excursion commitiee, Pekin, Til,,
announces that no tickets will be sold after
March 10th, and those who wish to take advan-
tage of the special rates, ns well as secure
berths, must malke application not later than
that date. It is necessary to the completion of
preparations for the excursion that those who
intend to take part in it should be booked by
March 10th. T

Nlinols State Prisoners’ Association.

The Illinois State Association of Union Ex-
Prisoners of War—W, W. Lowdermilk, Au-
burn, president—has just issued a stirring cir-
cular to survivors of rebel prisons, setting forth
the need of organization, and giving the con-
stitution of the association as well as the text
of the Robinson bill,

AT HEADQUARTERS.

Distinznlshed Visltors—A New Soldiers® Home—
Hew Pennsylvanin Posts.
Special Correspondence National Tribune.
PrivAperrHIA, Feb, 12, 1884,

On Saturday afternoon quife a distinguished
party of comrades registered their names ab
headquarters, consisting of Senior Vice Com-
mander-in-Clhief W, Warner, of Kansas City ;
Department Commaader . E. Palmer, of
Plattsinouth, Neb. ; Theo. Wiseman, Assistant
Tispector-in-Chief, Lawrence, Kan.; Albion P,
Pease, Assistant Adjutant-General, Department
of Missouri, and Juo. Lindt, commander, Post
No. 29, Couneil Blufls, Jowa. These conirades
were on their way home from Washington, D.
C., where they had spent several days on busi-
ness connected with the establishment of a Sol-
diers' Home west of the Mississippi River.

Two moere applicatious for charters for Posts
have been received at Department Headquar-
ters—one, No. 411, to be lecated at Cochranton,
Crawford county, and the other, No. 412, at
Peach Bottom, York county. There is also
some talk of establishing a Post at Mechanies-
ville, Cumberland eounty.

Post No. 409, locaied at Abbotistown, Adams
county, was inustered on the 5th inst. by Com-
rade P. H. Bittinger, commander of Post No.
99, assisted by the officcrs and twenty-two com-
rades of that Post. The following oilicers were
installed: Commander, Geo. H. Baker; 8. V.
C., C. W. Johnston; J. V. €., Geo. S. Kehm;
Adj’t, Sam’l Kinnerman ; Q. M., Jno, Kinner-
man ; Chaplain, Rev. S. P. Orwig; O. I, Thes.
McClain ; O. G, Cornelius Shue; S.AL, Daniel
L. Lightner; Q. M. 8., Edward A. Stall. The
new Post starts with twenty-six charter mem-
bers, and will meet on the first and third Sat-
urdays in the month,

The reappointment of Comrade Thomas J.
Stewart as Assistant Adjutant-General and of
Comrade H. G. Williams as Assistant Quarter-
master-General meets with universal approval.
They are both known throughout the Depart-
ment as thorough workers.

I have been requested to give notice throngh
the coltirons of THE TRiBUNE that the sixth
annual Beunion of the 1st New York mounted
rifies will be held at the Knickerbocker man-
sion, on Forty-fifth strect, New York city, on
Februavy 19. Generails Charles C. Dodge, E.
Y. Sumner, Colonels B. F. Onderdonk and E,
A. Hamilton will be present, and all former
niembers of the regiment have a cordial invi-
tation to be there.

In & communication from the Commander-
in-Chief, read at the Pennsylvania Encamp-
ment, on the morning of the second day's ses-
sion, the following passage occurs: “There is
one maticr that secins to e of the first impor-
tance for action at this time; that is, the imme-
diate relief of old seldiers and sailors who are
now in our almshonses, Let them be gathered
up by the Grand Army and be permitted to
live with old comrades, and when they die let
it be where their eyes may see the old flag,
with the knowledge that they are not paupers,
but wards of a grateful State. No expensive
or costly buildings are needed for this; the
project can be carried through with comipara-
tively small expence, and will be untold relief
to many hundreds of our comrades, as well as
to Posts generally, on whom the burden of
support in so many cases now falls.”” A com-
mittee of five was appointed by the Depart-
ment Commander to give the matter the care-
ful consideration it deserves,

Comrade Wesley Price of Post 80 has the
honor of being the first member of a colored
Post who has been clected a representative to
the National Eneampment, and his comrades
feel justly proud of the compliment paid t%w’m.

i 1 2 -!

DEPARTMENT NEWS.

During the past weelkk THE TRIBUNE hassant
blank applications, by request, to the follow-
ing: Clinton V. B. Reeder, Gilroy, Cal; Wm.
Dennell, Hancock, Md.; Joseph 5. Turner,
Bremen, Ohio; Harrison Hay, Spangle, Wash,
Terr'y; L. C. Baker, Weston, N. Y.; F. C.
Ames, Grand Gorge, N. Y.; John W. Rogers,
Forksville, Pa.; A. Phillips, Oscoda, Mich,—
making a total of 177 since the beginning of
the present administration.

Tae TrieuvNe bhas also recently forwarded
blank petitions for the establishment of Wom-
an’s Relief Corps to Robert (3. Scott, Northum-
berland, Pa.; E. B Sherman, Kendall Creek,
Pa., and B. A. Chandler, Smith Centre, Kan.

A correspondent at Northumbherland, Pa.,
writes us that Captain James Taggart Post, No.
350, of Northumberiand, Pa., which was mus-
tered on the 20th of June last with forty-thres
charter members, has since added twenty-two
recruils to its ranks.
same source the following list of its newly-
elected officers: Commander, Wm. E. Taylor;
8. V. C,,Ed. K. Bright; J. V.C,, Robt. G. Scott;
Q. M., Wm, H, Morgan; Surgeon, Wm. D.
Stoner; Chaplain, Joseph Wertz; Adj’t, L. L.
Haas; O, D., Miiton MePherson; 0. G, J. L.
Willard ; Q. M. S,, John McClain; 8. M., Chas.
A. MeGregor; 1. 8, Charies Yogel; 0. 8., Solo-
mon Willard.

“Modoe,” Oakland, Cal., writes us that the
public installation of Appomattax Post, No. 59,
of that place, toek place recently, and sends us
the following list of officers: Commander, W.
R. Thomas (re-elected); 8. V. C., W. E. Norris
(re-elected); J. V. C., Thomas Newman; Q. M.,
U. 8. Donglas (re-elecied); Chaplain, J. C.
Estey (re-elected); Burgeon, L. M. Cary (re-
elected); 0. D, J. P. Montague; O. G, L. 8.
Parritt; Adj't, J. J. Hambright; S. M, R. Pat-
tleton (re-elected);-Q. M. 8., W. O. Brien,

We are indchbted to Comrade Jesse Jeffery,
North Monmouth, Me., for the following list of
officers of Albert H. Frost Post, No. 21, re-
cently installed by Assistant Adjutant-General
D. H. Holman: Commander, Samuel Pettia-
gill; 8, V. C, L. K. Litchfield; J. V. C,, Jesse

Jeffery ; Surgeon, Evereft Lindsay; Chaplaio, |

H, Z Mureh; 0. D, F. J. Davis; O. G, M. N.
Freeman; Q. M., G. W. Wood; Adjt, C. E.
Wing; 8. M., A, G. H. Wood ; Q. M. S, Frank-
lin Wood.

General Orders, No. 1, issuned on the 2d inst.
at New York, announce that Comrade I. AL
Hedges has assnmed the duties of Department
Commander; that headquarters will bo estab-
lished in New York, and that Comrads George
B. Squires, of Post 327, Brooklyn, is appointed
Assistant Adjutant-General. Comrade Hedges
also calls attention to the fact that Assistant
(Quartermaster-General Milton H. Smith turned
over all the funds in his possession, viz., $4,-
942,40, on the 1st inst.

We are informed by Comrade George C.
James, Rockport, W. Va., that Ellsworth Post
No. 19, of that place, has elected the following
officers to serve for this year: Commander,
George C. Janes; 8. V. C., J. E. Dye; J. V. C,

R. C. Benton; Adj't, @ C. Gant; Q. M., J. A. |
Shects; Surgeon, W, W. More; Chaplain, J. A, |

Davis; O. D, Levi Holland; 0. G., Robert
Cross; Q. M. 5, James Reeder; S. M., Solomon
Gates. The Post is full of life and in good
working order, increasing in numbers daily.

Comrade George C. Jenkins, Washington C.
H., Ohio, writes us that Morris MeMillian Post,
No. 85, was mustered at Wilmington, Ohio, re-
cently, with thirty-five charter members and
the following officers: Commander, Elias Har-
lan; 8. V. C,, Amos Huffman; J. V.C, E. B,
Howland; Adj't, Frank Forashell; Q. M., M.
J. Grady; Surgeon, R. W, Jones; Chaplain, D.
A. Lamb; O. D., Melville Hays; O. G., A. E.
Crumley; 8. M., Frank Marble; Q. M. S., Wil-
liam Burge:

The committee on the address of retiring De-
partment Commander E. K. Stimson, of Colo-
rado, recommended the adoption of the report
and address, and also that a resolution of thanks
to Comrade Stimson be adopted by the Encamp-
ment in recogition of the able and conscientious
manner in which he has performed the duties
of Department Commander,

Wo have received the initial General Order
of the recently re-elected Commander of the
Department of Wisconsin, Philip Cheek, Jr,,
Baraboo, in which he announces his assump-
tion of command, and the following appoint-
ments:

Comrades J. H, Whitney, of Post No. 9, Baraheo,
Assistant Adjutant-General; IHerman Albrecht,
Post No, 9, Baraboo, Assistunt Quartermoster-
Generil ; George W. Bird, Post No. 26, Jefferson,
Judge Advocate; Willlam S, Stanley, Jr., Post No.
1, Milwaukee, Inspector ; C. N. Davis, Post No. 86,
Merrillan, Chief Mustering officer.

The following is a list of the officers of Post
No. 8, of Litchfield, Ky., sent us by Comrade
Hardin Stevenson, of that place: Commander,
D. O'Riley; 8. V. C, L. C. Whinchel; J. V. C,
I. H. Armstrong; Q. M., Harvey Jackson
Adj’t, R. V. Sands; Chaplain, T. J, Alverson;
Surggon, Dr. H. 8. Woods; O, D., P. S. Brun-
ner; 0. G., Owen Quisenbery; 8. M., Theodore
A, McClure.

General Orders, No. 1, issued at Baltimore,
Md., on the 24th ult., announce the assumption
of the duties of Commander of the '

We also have from the |

Adjotant-Genera! of Comrade Thomas L. Mat-
thews.

Comrade J.T. Richter, Williamshnrg, Ind,,
informs us that Comrade N. H. Richier, as-
sisted by conirades from Mart Ballenger Post,
mustered Aaron Canby Pest, No. 253, at Feon-
omy, Ind., on the 234 ult,, and that the follow.
ing oflicers were elected: Commander, Tunu
Wright; 8. V. C, Edwin Cola: J. V. (., John
W.Olvey: O.D., John Conley; O.G., Jonathan
Weaver; Chaplain, Bernasd Bradfield ; Sare.,
William H. Ford; Q. M., Juunes P, Burnett;
Adi't, Alonzo Marshall; 8, M., John D, Juell;
Q. M. 8., Elisha R. Olvey.

Comrade H. T. Ferguson, Story City, Towa,
informs us that Jason D. Fergnson Pout, No.
31, was mustered on the 7th ult, and that the
following oflicers were chosen: Commander, 1.
L. Smith; 8. V. C., 0. W. Wilson; J. V. .,
Guilf Mullen; Adj't, M. €. Allen; Q. M., F.
D. Thompson; Surg., Dr. P. W. Farrar: Chap-
lain, Rev, A. K. Bene:; 0. D, C. W. Wood; O,
G, H. H. Boyea; 8. AL, A. W. Davis:; Q. M.
8., George Childs,

The following iz a list of ¢
Stoddard Post, of Worthingt
mander, L. M. Lange; 8. V. €, R. B. Miller;
J. V. C.. Azom Forbes: Sarzeon, R. D. Barber:
Q. M, J. F. Humiston; O, D, C. P, Shepard;
0, G., N, V. McDowell; Adj't, It B. Plotts; S,
M., H. C. Shepard; Q. M. 8, C. T. Pope.
]

an, Minn.: Com-

Stevens Post, of Seattle, W. T, Las the fol-
lowing officers for the ensuing year: Com-
mander, Isaae H. Griswold: 8. V. (., W. N,
Alexander; Surgeon, T. T. Minor; Chaplain,

W. H. Bronek; Q. M., A. Slorah ; Adj't, A. M. |

Brookes; O. D., H. Perkins; 0. G., D. De
Oyle. o

Comrade B. B. Adams. Gallatin, Mo, writes

us that Lewis Post, No. 104, of that place, |

which was organized in Oectobsr last, has a
membersitip of 51 and 20 applications on file.

Lincoln Posf, No. 1, of S8an Francisen, Cal.!
has 411 members in zood standing, with this-
teen applications in hand for membvershp.

The annual Encampment of the Department
of West Virginia will bo held at Purkersburg
on the 25th iunst.

il —————————

OUR WESTERN VETERANS.

| Congress Asked to Esizblish a Sclilers’ JHome

West of the Mississippl.

As stated in onr lest issue, the commmitiee ere-
ated at the seventecuth
Grand Army {0 urge vpon Congress the estab-
lishment of a soldiers’ hame west of the Mis-
sissippi Biver arrived in Washingion several

days ago, snd it has lost no time in bringing |

the subject to the attention of both Houses.
The members of the committee had satisfactory
interviews with leading Seunalors and Kepre-

| sentatives and left nothing undone that wns
caleuluted to insure the speady adoption of the |

legislation desired. The bill to establizsh the
proposed home, as prepared by the committee

—intreduced in the Seunate by Mr. Allison, of |

Towa, and in the House by Pennsylvania’s old
war governor, “Andy” Curtin—is as follows:
A Bill to authorize the location of a branch home
for disabled volunieer =oldiers in either the State
of Arlkansas, Colorado, Kansas, lowa, Minnesota,
Missouri, or Nebraska,
Beil enacted by the Senale and Howse of Repre-
sentatives of the Usvited Stales of Americn in Congress

assembled, That the board of managers of the Home |

for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers are hereby suthor-

ized and directed to iocate a branch of the home at |
| somoe suitable point in either the Sinteof Arkansas,
Colorado, Kansas, lown, Minnesota, Missoari, or |

Nebraska ; and that the same afinli not be located on
a tract of land less than three hundred and twenty
acres in extent.

Section 2. Thatsaid branch home shall be located
and the ground purchased by said board of mana-
gers within three months, or as soon thereafler as
practieable, from the spprovel of thisact.

See, 3. That within six months, or as soon there- |

er as practicable, from the approval of this act,
the said board of managers shall commence the
erection of o suitable building or buildings on the
ound so purchased for the use of said branch

wote ; that said building or buildings shall be |

completed nt as early a day as possible,

Bec, 4. That the sum of two handred and fifty
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for the
purposes hercinbefore mentioned and the improve-
ment of the grounds of said branch home,

Bee. 5. That all honorably discharged soldiers
and seilors who served in the war of the rebellion,
who are disubled by age, discase, or otherwise,
and by reason of such disability are incapable of
earning a living, shall be adm#tted into the Home
for Disabled Volunieers Soldiers.

THE MEMORIAL.

In conneetion with this bill the commiitee
presented the following memerial to Congress:
A memorial to the Senste and House of Repre-

sentatives of the United States of Ameries,

Your memeorialists would respecifully urge that
the necessity for the establishment of a soldiers’
home west of the Mississippi for disabled soldiers
and sailors who served in the war of the rebellion,
who, by reason of old age, sickness, or otherwise,
are ineapable of caming o living, &=, we take it, an
admiitted faet.

Recognizing thisnecessity, the National Eneamp-
ment of the Grand Army of the Eepabiie, at its
seventesnth session, held at Denver, Colo., Juiy,

1883, adopted, on motion of & comrade from the |

State of Kansas, a resoluti
**That a committee of five members of this En-
campment be appointed to present to the next
Congreas of the Uuited Slates the pecessity and
judlee of establishing a scldiers’ home west of
the Mississippi.”
In pursnance of said resglution your memorial-

o

ists were appointed such committes, and bave |

prepared the accompanying bill,
This bill is not drawn tn the interes
ity, bat in the interest alone of t!
intended to benolit in the greal St
sas, Colorado, lowa, Kan=as, Minnes
and Nebrasksa, having within the
more than three huudred thousand veoluntecr sol-

of any locai-

. Missouri,

diers and sailors who served their country weil in |

the war of the rehellion, many of whom, by reason

of age or sickness, are unable to earna living. |

Thus conditioned, and in poverty, they must find
shelter, food and raiment in & home provided as
an actof justice, nol charity, by the Government
they fought to savo, or become inmales of the
poor-house, and through its windows look out
upon the prosperity which, without themn would
have becn impossible to the Government which

leaves them to starve or beécome the commoen ob- |

jects of charity.

“1 once was young
now I am old; but never have I seen the righteous
for=aken or their children begzing bread,™

we

May this Nautlen never become so old or forget- |
ful of its duty as to permit one of the last of these, |

its veteruns, to bex his bread,
Your memorianlists have only one ohject, and

that is to secure the speedy erectionof a commo- |

dious and suitable home at 2ome convenient point
in one of the States named in thi
They have full faith an
of managers of the e for Disa
Soldiers, and believe that thelr selectic
tien, under the bill, will be a wise one.
Your memorialists trust that no member of Con-

gress will antagonize this measure, which is just, |

as well as cue of pressing necessity, becaus
may prefer to name the locality of the bome in
his district or State,

This bill also provides for the admission into the
home of all destitute (1
diers and sailors of the eivil war, who, by reason
of age, sickness, or otherwise, are rendercd inca-
pable of earning a living, whether their disabili-
Lies can be traced 10 their serviee or not.

of the board of managers of the Natiopal Home

for Disabied Volunieer Soidiers, and, in their ao- |

guage, it " deserves the attention of Congress.”
The homes now established are inadequate to
meet the demands; are far removed [rowmn the ter-

ritory named in this bitl, and are so crowded that |

they conld not receive our disabled comrades if
gent to them,

The board, in their report for 1853, say: * There
is a steady increase of the number of members
from vear to yvear, and it is not probabie that the
number will attain its maximum for some time lo
come."” .

General Patrick, governor of the central branch,
in his report of July 1, 1855, says: " During the iast
winter the number of our members present rose
to 4,015—the highest number ever reached—making
it necessary for large numbers of men tosleep on
the floors, and erowding the barracks muach be-
vond their eapacity, interfering with boih ventila-
tion and comfort. From present indications we
shall be much more erowded in time to come.”

In conclusion, he says: *“Judging from past ex-
pericace, especially of the last three years, the ra-
tio of increase in members will continne to grow
for some years to come; snd the guestion con-
stant!y before us is, how shall the demand be met?
Alrea !y we have been crowded to the utmost of
our eapacity, as I have already stated. By far the
largest proportion of those who now apply for ad-
mission are well advauced in years, many of them
requiring hospital accommeodativn from the time
they enter the home,

*Many of those who have hitherto taken care
of themselves, with little aid froin others, are now
compélled toapply for ndmission; others still, who
have been more largely dependent upon dheir fam-
ilies, fiud their families breaking up by death or
otherwise, and scek a refuge here. Their claings
cannot be ignored, but how can they be met?™

Their deninads 1nust be met., Justice, duty, and
even humanity demand thas they should be met
and at once.

No nation, with millions of surplus revenue in
its treasury, can afford to Jel its veierans, who ren-
dered that surplns revenue ible, starve!

The justice, wisdom, and immediale necessity

the passnge of this bill must be apparent Lo
every meinber of Congress,

“grda of praise and commendation for these
destitute soldiers, * Words that are the children of
the wind,” words groupad ever so eloquently, will
not warm the cold, clothe the naked or feed the

T tisabled valanloar suldiers and silovs of the

elvil war deserve all and mwore than is asked in this
bill. Let your appreciation of their services (when

of hoil « patriotie of spirit) be shown
you r."ﬁouds."ydwh“n p:&h” are mmuﬂ

soul.
Your memorialists, in their intercourse
wghmmhﬂmmLﬂﬂﬂ

he new officers of |

Encampment of the i

whom it is |

r borders to-day |

gays the Psalmist “but |

honorably discharged) sol- |

This is in |
accordance with the oft-repeated recommendations |

-
attention. They belleve that alf that &
to seeture the pasange of this bill {s o onll your abe
tentoa (o s pressing necessily,

fo this end, yone tocmor. gitsta witi ever pray.

Signed: W, Warner, Thee., Wheman, H.
Pulmer, John Linds, Albion P. Pewse, commities,

The members of the committes, having com-
pleted their mission st the eapitul, et for
Philadelphia towurds the close o last week to

ay their mspects 0 Commander-in-Chiof
Beath,

— ——————

A PATRIOTIC LETTER.

A Kansas Comgrenvsan’s Views on Penlding Pege
sion Legislavien.

To the Editor NarTtowas Tamsoxe

. — & —— a
: Prvss of business has pravented my answarps
ing your letler of lngnivy of the L ule I
now aviail my £ C oppertthiily to briefly
EIVC you miy eWs Gpon s pryg=-
peanded by yon

You ask, first: “Wh

rerils of the propesis

e que
at is your epinon of the
iou to Lo alipe by nnties
by the payment {o every honoryt acged
Union soldier of eight and one-ihicd doliars
fur each and every wonth of actgu! servies,
less the amouut of Government bunuly e may
bave received 2™

I answer that I am clearly
that the Govermment has too long  deiayed
the performance of a duty devoived uspon
it by its prowise made mors than Iwenty
years ago, and doubly made when it pussed
Whal was a pretanded bounty act. There maa
be no argument which witl maintain itself for
a “i:lgh‘ motent to tue ofect bt oue soidier
*4_!.‘.':]_1 lm\'s‘lhr--f- hagdred dollars, and another
soldier, wno in all procability performed o
great deal more of scrviee, shall have only (wo
hondred dollzrs, 1 do not think the prosent
( ongress will do what in duty bousd :E ouzht
to do; that is, passa low equalizing bounties.
But 1 have no doubt the tinwe is speedily com-
ing when thers will be such a majority lo the
House and in the Senate, composed of men
| who have oot ceased (o remembor the sory
rendered by the enlstod men o the coustry,
| @8 will impel them to give their vote in fvor
of what 13so jusily the dao of the mew who
bhave pes formed & grest service fou £1T Coam~
try, and who have as yet failed to réecive their
just deserts.

ARRIARS OF PENSIONS,

Yon ask, second: “ What is your epinion of
the merits of propositioa d the
arrears of pension act by removing the limits-
tion &3 to time of filing ¢l ms?”

To this I reply: Thers can be but one con-
clusion arrvived at; and that is, all men who
inegrred disease in the line of their daty in
| the service of their country are entitled to an
equal and = like consideration. No statnte of
limitation cught to be permitted to ron aguinet
them, because in many instances a fuilure to
file = claim was duc'to the pride of the soidier,
who fels that it mighf e misundersteod and
wisinterpreted if be should ask any aid at the
hands of the Government. Of eourse, in this
| he was wrong, becagse the Government prom-

ised when its ranks were being illed up thad

all men, if disease should wreek theis cunstitu-
t tions, or if they should snder by remson of
wounds ipcurred in defesse of their conntry,
that they and tieir families should be eired
for; and this prumise and pledge will lass with
binding foree upon the Governwent until the
| last veteran shall have been summouned to his
{ account, and catil bis ehildren and his chil-
dren’'s children shail be no more. [ ags, there-
fore, of the opinion thsat thers shonld be no
question whatever as to amending the act ro-
| ferred to, 50 as to open the door 1o every man
who has saffered for his country.

THE EX-PRISONESS BILL.

You ask, third: “What is yoar opinion of the
merits of the proposition o pension ex-Union
prizoners of war on the basis of lenzth of con-
finement, and withoat requiring pruof of dise
ability 2"

In reply I have to say that T beliave it to be

at just and right that special legishstion
shocld be bad in behalf of this class, hecansa
all men who were in the army kuow that by
reagon of the want of care and stteation spon
the part of rebel anthorities, as well also as by
reason of a desire upon the purs of the rebel
authorities to cripple and in effict destroy the
power of the men who wers prisoncrs in their
hands to again eater the army, the men whay,
unfortanately, were captored were expowd to
privations and disease horrible in the sxtreme,
And I think it may go withoat saying that no
man who spent aay length of time whntever in
a rebel prison hes from that day on experi-
enced the enjoyment of healtls. I thisk,
thereiord, that the suerifics they made and the
loyalty they exhibiled entitle thoaw to the
highest possible consideration at the bands of
the Gevernment and of the people, and so I
would very gladly vote for any measure which
wonld grant them = pension, based upon the
fact that they bad been in the prison-peus of
the South.

You ask, fourth: “What is vour opinion of
the merits of the proposition to pepsion all per-
| sons, whe, baving enlisted in the regulnr o

volanteer army of the Union in any war wage
| with the United Siates, served
were honorably discharged, ¢
| reason of disablity,

.
&y AN

of the JLI‘; niun

Iy -
e o ame

O earn whé:r sussieneg
| and are dependest upon their own labor fox
their support ¥
I think, in answer o this question, that that
! g0 went i3 al 3 th moest that is
willing and able to take eare of the men who
have defended its flag anl itz honor.
particularly de I think so when the guestion
fo be scitled was whetheror net we should have
a government ; whether or not the experiment
of free goverament ou this continens should
fail or Becomue an assnred success,
SERVICE PENstosns®
“What is your opinion of the
't 10 pension 4l ex-st
the late war who
ROY eyt
in, and the widows of al soldiors
| deceased 1" 1
I answer that 1 am emphatienlly in fawvor of
such & law, and believe it will be to the bess
interests of the cunuiry fo have such a law
| passed, because it is bud folfillisg & pledge
| made to every soidier and his Sumily
| comymencement and all through
siruggle for the sServation
| try. L recall mow, and mest
pu:‘si:i'(-.s pit.‘tl.tu '
| [smented Li
thority under il
| the filling up of the ranks, and Ly
the future prosperity

L3y

wore

ia
wWao are

O

(3 S
1=

u who urged
il interests
of e depended

preservation of the tountry—
| now as having been mad o1

that if the men would go in k

help maiotain the national Goverm

they should fall, those depending upon them
should be eared for, and if v canzs Rome
broken in health, throuerh wounds or discass,
a grateful country wounld throw aronnd them
its loving arms and make them casy for the
rest of their lives. That pledge was solemnly
made and as selemnly accepted, and the Gove
ernment will not have done ita duty ountil it
shall have falfilled its part.

I think there is another reason why esarly
legislation should ba had in this matter. The
ecountry is prospevous; it has a lurge reveons
and is really burdened with the question as t4
what dispesition shall be made of thas revenus,

kad

! Men of high charueter in the ecouncils of the
| Nation have recommended this pian and that
| plan. :
| surplos revenue shall gzo towards developing

It has been sorgested by some that the

the edneational resources of the country, and
by others that it should be divided smong the
States in the form of an allowance lor tuxes,
In my judgment, both of these plans sink into
insignificange in comparison with this idea:
that the surplus revenuas of this conutry may foe
many years be distributed in the paymuent of pens
sions to its defendars in the war of the rebellion,
I know of no better way to settle the question
of paniecs in financial eircles and to prevent o
contraction of the eirculating medinm of the
ecuntry than that of paying out every ninaty
days twenty-five millions of moocy to be eir-
culated, not in the cities, nor by the banks, not
by great eorporations, but to be reevived in the
homes of the commeon people of the country and
to be by the occupants of those homes distributed
in the varioas lincs of life by which they arm
surrounded. By this act the Government will
proteet itself and bring bappines sad o fecling
of inecreased loyalty to those who have in
former years given their best endeavor to the
| perpetuation of the laws and of the libertics of
th~ country.

I bave thus hastily given you my views
upon this question. In tho main I believe
them to be earrect and founded on sonnd peliey.
To sum it all up, I am in favorof the Govern-
ment doing everything within its power to
render the last days of these who were its de-
fenders in the hoar of its need their happiessy
their brightest, their most peaceful,

I am, very truly, your




